A brief study of odonates in the coastal area of Bachok, Kelantan found 16 species, belonging to two families Coenagrionidae (made up 25 % of the population) and Libellulidae (75 %). The common names used here are accepted internationally for cosmopolitan species, while others are coined to reflect local descriptions. The Eastern Scarlet, Crocothemis servilia (Drury, 1770) was most predominant followed by the Pinhead Midget, Agriocnemis femina (Brauer, 1868) while the rest of the species occurred in moderate numbers. Population numbers were biased towards males rather than females which was reflective of male tendency to exploit water as a reproductive strategy in acquiring mates.
INTRODUCTION
Dragonflies are known to be generally sun-loving creatures which are able to withstand high temperatures of the midday sun. This explains why they are able to thrive in coastal areas of scotching sunlight. Some have peculiar perching habits, pointing their abdomens right-up into the air [1, 2, 3] . This behaviour is said to assist in thermoregulation of body temperatures [1] . These creatures are agile fliers equipped with amazing abilities such as fast manoeuvres and displaying swarming behaviour, thus the ability to capture prey in flight [4] . More astonishing is their capacity to migrate over vast distances in huge numbers often witnessed in coastal areas. This behaviour has attracted a lot of devoted long-term research to investigate their phenomenal ability of long distance flights [5, 6, 7, 8] . The Oregon Dragonfly Migration Group is one such example with their work dating back to 1998. The monitoring of migratory dragonflies and damselflies has received public involvement worldwide under the theme "Dragonfly Science Needs Your Help". Such effort and dedication should be applauded. Public reporting can be found in the odonate mailing list e.g.
ODONATA-L, sponsored by the University of Puget Sound, Washington. It has attracted discussions on wide ranging topics pertaining to dragonfly biology from both professionals and amateurs. The migrating species comprised of two predominant species, the wandering gliders (Pantala) and the common green darner (Anax). Scientific reports on the involvement of the darners (Family: Aeshnidae) and skimmers (Family: Libellulidae) in migratory behavior were supported by Moskowitz et al. [9] . In the local scene, I have not observed such a migratory behaviour during many of our sampling trips in the coastal areas facing the South China Sea or in the Straits of Malacca facing the seafront of Carey Island [10] or on the islands of Pulau Jarak, Pulau Perak and Pulau Sembilan [11, 12] and Pulau Aur in the Straits of Johore [12, 13] . Representatives of the species collected from such coastal areas support the presence of migratory species. The current work focused in coastal regions provides additional data on coastal species and their migratory patterns. Common names of species used here can promote dragonfly awareness among the local communities [14, 15] .
STUDY SITES AND METHODS

Sampling sites
Bachok is a coastal area facing the South China Sea that has been exploited for development of resorts, chalets, aquaculture, fishing and recreation activities. The setting up of the University Malaysia Kelantan (UMK) in Tok Bali will further impact the area. The work reported here is part of an expedition first conducted in Coastal localities that were inhabited by odonates were visited ( 
Sampling methodology
The collection trips resulted in not less than 60 hours of sampling when it was typically hot in the morning and mid-afternoon followed by late evening downpours on some days. The samplings were done in areas where odonates were known to be present. Standard methods were used for catching adults by aerial nets for flyers and aquatic nets for larvae in water with manual search for exuviae (caste skins of emerged adults from larvae). Abundance was estimated by visual counts of flying adults. 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS
In non-destructive sampling, species of high densities were not sampled exhaustively but proportionately collected to reflect their high numbers within the sympatric population. A total of 113 individuals were collected. These were represented by two families: Coenagrionidae (represented 25% of the total collection) and Libellulidae (75%) comprising a total of 16 species. The annotated list is reported below.
No apparent migratory habits were observed. This study confirms the occurrence of species in coastal areas. The predominant occurrence of the Skimmers (Libellulidae) as in previous studies [10, 11, 12, 13, 14] was the Eastern Scarlet, Crocothemis servilia. This species topped the chart followed closely by the Pinhead midget, Agriocnemis femina. The rest were recorded in moderate numbers while three species had the lowest abundance ( Figure 1 ). As summarized in Targeted samplings near water bodies had thus resulted in an overall population biased towards male captures (62%) as often reported in other studies [8] (u -test: U d.f (1,19) = 2.05; p < 0.05). This is least surprising as females only made intermittent visits to water for egg laying while at other times they are away from water [2, 3] . The females collected in this study were close to water bodies except for Pantala species. All the five specimens were females and captured while in flight. Pantala species are known for long distance migration in spite of their small bodies with little fat reserves. They compensate by wing drift flying [19] . Rowe [20] 
